[Penetration of antibiotics in alveolar macrophages compared by in vitro and in vivo data in man].
Optimal therapy of infections caused by intracellular organisms requires an active antibiotic prone to intracellular penetration. This phenomenon has been studied on alveolar macrophages as well in vitro as in vivo for most groups of antibiotics. The comparison of data shows that the values obtained by incubation are not predictive of what happens in situ. These results must be taken in account for the choice of an antibiotic in pulmonary infections as well as its spectrum, pharmacokinetic, and possible side effects.